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Project summary: 
Bone morphogeneti protein 2 (BMP2) is a key molecule for normal bone development in vertebrates and 
induces osteoblastic differentiation of mesenchymal cells. We proved that integrins and BMP-SMAD signaling 
up-regulate each other (1, 2). To study that we designed two types of biomaterials which mimic the in vivo 
presentation of BMP2 via the extracellular matrix (ECM) (3) (i) polyelectrolytes layer-by-layer (LbL) films 
composed by Poly-L-lysine and Hyaluronic Acid with variable stiffness (4, 5) and (ii) streptavidin (SAv) 
platforms on which biotinylated components can be grafted (6, 7). These two biomaterials have complementary 
properties: the functionalization of SAv platforms is controlled with surface sensitive techniques (QCM-D and 
ellipsometry (8)), however it is not possible, so far, to modulate their stiffness. In particular we proved that 
surface immobilized BMP2 improved cellular adhesion on soft LbL films (1) and on SAv platforms presenting a 
low surface concentration of the adhesion peptide cRGD (2). Moreover, increasing the surface concentration 
cRGD, on SAv platforms, enhances SMAD 1/5/9 phosphorylation (2). The real mechanism behind this crosstalk 
is however not clear. Indeed, we have published and unpublished data showing that the same integrin can 
have opposite roles depending on the type of biomaterial used. It is therefore needed to uniform these readouts 
by comparing each physical and chemical property of our biomaterials. We aim to identify the “general” role of 
specific ECM components (such as cRGD and BMP2) and the corresponding cellular receptors (integrins and 
BMPRs) on BMP2 signaling ¬– that does not depend on the experimental condition. For that SAv platforms will 
be built on a soft polymer as polymethilsiloxane (PDMS) having similar mechanial properties as the LbL films. 
The platfoms will be characterised with surface sensitive techniques and the mechanical properties tested 
with AFM. Finally, cellular studies will be performed on the both biomaterials to compare the BMP-SMAD 
signaling. 
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